ee 


January 17, 1970 


Mr. Robert Me Lunny, Director 
i New Jersey Historical Society 


30 
Newark, We de OTL 


Dear Mr. Lanny: 
This morning I receivéd a call from Mrs. 
Lucy Kilburn with whom I worked for several years in 
local interracial activities. Mrs. Milburn was testing 
her memory against mine with reference to activities of 
the Newark Interracial Council. In the course of this 
Joint review of the past, my memory turned to an article 
published by the Harvard(Interra- oops!) ducati onal 
Review in Jamary 1945, in which I reported then the 
nature of citizen activity in Nowak and Essex County. 

I am pleased to submit a reprint of this 
article, which in turn was the text of an address deliver- 
ed by me in Boston in the Fall of 194k. Om pages 68, 69 
and 70 is a chronological report of three interracial or~ 
ganizations, of which the first was the Newark Interracial 
Council, and the ultimate banding of these independent 
organizations in the formation of the Essex County Inter- 
group Council as a coordinating body. My marginal notes 
place the birth of the Interracial Council as in or before 
the early 1930's. My experience with it began in 193h when 
I came to Newark as the Urban League executive. Hope this 
will be helpful in supplementing lirs; Milturn's report to 
your Miss Dudley. 


Yours, 


E r 
RA. hie ch. fi youd grifo ung lise y giya ta "Negre, 


% 
y 


290 BROADWAY 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07104 
201-489-991 


November 28, 1969. 


Mr. Harold A. Lett 
380 Mt. Prospect Ave., 10G 
Newark, New Jersey 07104 


Dear Mr. Lett: 


I find that I have never replied to your good letter of 
October 16 with its list of historical data concerning the negro 
in New Jersey. In spite of my lateness in writing to you, I do 
want you to know how much your interest in this project is appre- 
ciated. Mrs. May, our librarian, has had the list you sent since 
it arrived here last month and is attempting to find these titles 
to add to our collection. I am sure that she will let you know the 
results of her search. 


I do hope to have the pleasure of meeting you some time soon, 
It is always good to find a person who is interested in our historical 
work here in New Jersey. 


With kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


Robt Ph: Basi, 
Robert M. Lunny 


Director 


THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


230 BROADWAY 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07104 
201-403-391 


August 11, 1969 


Mr. Harold Lett 
87 Spruce Street 
Newark, New Jersey 


Dear Mr. Lett: 


A prime recommendation emanating from the New Jersey Historical 
Society Professional Conference on the Negro in New Jersey on February aa 
1969 was that the Society should make a distinct effort to enlarge its 
collections relating to dae history in New Jersey. Specifically the 

of a center at the Society's head- 
quarters for the collection of materials on Negro history, to include 
pictorial materials, manuscripts, personal papers and memorabilia, as 
well as books, pamphlets, documents and association publications. 


For this purpose, an ad-hoc committee on the al ae contri- 


committee. Your attendance is requested at a committee organization 
meeting to be held at the New Jersey Historical Society, 230 Broadway, 
Newark, on Saturday, September 13, 1969 at 10:00 a.m. 

Please sign and return the enclosed card indicating your willingness 
to attend. 

Sincerely yours, 
=) jA 
Keewe Sokbhe 

Reeve Schley, Jr. ( 

á ae 


President 
Enclosure 4 ad ae 


Vani 


Ostober 16, 1969 


lr. Robert Me: Lanny, Di 
Tas New Jersey Bievorioal co Society 
230 Broadway 


Newark, Ne Je 0710L 


Dear Mr. Lanny: 

Thank you for your umierstanding letter of 
the 10th, 

I have been giving thought to the project 
toward which your committee's interests will be directed, 
and thought tt might be helpful to sone slight degree if 
I relayed these thoughts to you. 1 have in mini a muiber 
of documents and studies which without doubt are out of 
eireulation, but may be of some value to you. On the 
attached shoot, I have tried from a fading memory; to give 
descriptions and leads to these data, even though the for- 
mal titles have been lost to memory. To my mindy each of 
these documents, if unearthed, will present a significant 
story of a period of life in law Jerseys relating to the 
raoe-relations sdane. I oonöede alvos that all oF many of 
these will already have teen brought to your attentions 


Vory truly yours» 


HISTORICAL DATA CONGR (NING THE MAGRO IN NSW JERSEY 


1. "Economic Conditions of tho New Jersey Negro” ` (approx. title) cirma 1935-36 


Doctoral Dissertation br Dr. Edgerton Hall, Rutgers University, 
containing original research, supported by compilation of availa- 
Ble date fron manyseources, "In published forms (author deveaed) 


2. "Education of Eo 4 in New Jersey" 194l, Bureau of Publications, 
Columbia es a Dissertation by Marian Thompson Wright; 
Original mpilation of available date develop= 
ment of etnestional f facilities and services for Negroes from ahte- 
bellum period. (author deceased) 


"Employment Opportunities for Negro Korkers in re (aooretaate)s uss 
iblished; in several rm state-wide reports 
research of anployment polic: rn of 1800 ow Jersey busi- 
nesses, industry and utilities. 19; Me Sponsored and compiles by 
NeJeInstitutions and Agencies, Dr, Frankel, technical su lar fern 
NeJeUrban League (Lett, executive) designer and study "overscer' 


3 


ha "Negro Business in New Jersey" (appr.tátlo). Unpublished NBS of original (, 954) 


state-wide research on mumber and nature of Negro business operations. 
Sponsored and supervised by defunet N.J, nnal Training School. far 
Hegre lo Neds under f the Bude 
pa Probably in archives of Ned«Deparment of Education. 


5. Bound but br er Minutes of Board of Directors race pp A 


Urban Leagues 1917 - 193. In archives of the Urban League of Best 
County, 55 Jones Street, Newark, James Be Pawley, Exec. Directors 
de RS 


The following items are purely a matter of conjecture on my part, but offered 
for whatever value they may possess? 


Howard ty has been the site of the Journal of Negro History 
for a mmber of years. I have recollection of seeing papers and articles ro- 
en inpart to the New agen scene. It may be possible and er ‚cable to 


repeated refe 
this town having an interesting history ELSE ing Ihe Civil Mars re ei 
to llegro residents, The nature of the story is unclear, but tentative inquiry 
may unearth something of intereste 


Submitted by 
Harolü As Lett 


THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


280 BROADWAY 
October 10, 1969. NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07104 
201-488-3939 


Mr. Harold A. Lett 
380 Mt. Prospect Ave. 10G 
Newark, New Jersey 07104 


Dear Mr. Lett: 


I am sorry that the illness of Mrs. Lett prevents you 
from taking an active part in the work of the committee to collect 
historical material on the Afro-American in New Jersey. I am glad, 
however, that you will be able to help on occasion and I am so 
advising the committee chairman. 


Sincerely yours, 


Artur Th: 


Robert M. Lunny 
Director 


